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1. Introduction

Section 13A of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 gives the Council the 
discretionary power to reduce liability for council tax in relation to particular 
cases or by determining a class of cases that it may determine and where 
national discounts and exemptions cannot be applied. Section 13A(1) states,  
‘Where a person is liable to pay Council Tax in respect of any chargeable 
dwelling and any day, the billing authority for the area in which the dwelling is 
situated may reduce the amount which he is liable to pay as respects the 
dwelling and the day to such extent as it thinks fit.’

This policy is effective from 1 April 2017 and introduces a class of case where 
a council tax liability will be reduced subject to the defined qualifying criteria 
being met . This class relates to in-house foster carers looking after children 
aged 13 to 17 years old (inclusive). 

2. Qualifying Criteria

 In-house Foster Carers, who;

• amend their registration to care for teenagers (aged 13 to 17 inclusive)
• live in the Borough
• are recruited on or after 1 April 2017
• are looking after children aged 13 to 17 years (inclusive)

The foster carer must be responsible for council tax.

The majority of discount cases will be referred directly by the Fostering 
Service. However, foster carers can also make direct application for a 
discount.

3. Discount Scheme

Long-Term Matches
The council tax liability will be reduced by 100% for in-house foster carers 
who meet the qualifying criteria. 

The council tax discount will take effect from the date of placement of the 
child.

The discount scheme will be subject to annual review as part of the council 
tax budget process. The scheme will remain in force until changed or revoked.

Where awarded, the discount will remain in force;
 whilst the foster carer looks after a child aged 13 to 17 years old 

(inclusive), or 
 until the Foster Carer ceases to become responsible for council tax

whichever date occurs first.
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When a discount has been given a council tax bill will be issued showing the 
detail. If a discount request is refused, a letter will be issued outlining the 
reasons.

Short-Term Placements
The council tax liability will be reduced by 100% for in-house foster carers 
who meet the qualifying criteria. Discount will be given for each day that a 
foster carer looks after after a child aged 13 to 17 years old (inclusive) on a 
short-term basis. 

Discount will only be given retrospectively at the end of each financial year.

When the discount has been given a council tax bill will be issued showing the 
detail. If the council tax bill goes into credit as a result of the discount being 
given, this will be refunded. 

If a discount request is refused, a letter will be issued outlining the reasons.

The discount scheme will be subject to annual review as part of the council 
tax budget process. The scheme will remain in force until changed or revoked.

4. Right of Appeal

Under Section 16 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, there is a right 
of appeal if a customer applying for a discretionary reduction under Section 
13A (1) (c ) is not happy with the Council's decision. The appeal must be 
made in writing to the Revenues and Benefits Service. The Council will then 
reconsider the discount request, together with any additional information 
provided by the customer against the policy criteria. 

If the original decision is upheld and the customer remains unhappy, or the 
Council does not make a decision within two months, there is a further right of 
appeal to the Valuation Tribunal. The Valuation Tribunal for England is an 
independent body which adjudicates on disputes between taxpayers and the 
Council. Appeals must be made directly to the Valuation Tribunal.


